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DISCUSSION

During the last centuries and up to the present day, 
many authors considered Eryon cuvieri “Desmarest, 
1822” to be the junior synonym of Macrourites 
arctiformis von Schlotheim, 1820. They classically 
referred to this taxon as Eryon arctiformis (von 
Schlotheim, 1820). They were unaware of the fact 
that Desmarest had already described Eryon cu-
vieri formally in 1817 in the Nouveau dictionnaire 
d’Histoire naturelle. Therefore, the genus Eryon is 
valid as of 1817 (Desmarest 1817), its type species 
being E. cuvieri. In accordance with the Principle of 
Priority (ICZN 1999: article 23.1), we here estab-
lish E. cuvieri Desmarest, 1817 as the valid name, 
of which M. arctiformis von Schlotheim, 1820 is a 
junior, subjective synonym. Moreover, neither of the 
two conditions to apply for Reversal of precedence 
(ICZN 1999: article 23.9) is fulfilled, so that pre-
vailing usage need not be maintained. 
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Fig. 2. — Eryon cuvieri Desmarest, 1817 from the Late Jurassic of Solnhofen (Bavaria, southern Germany): A, paralectotype 
(MNHN.F.R65101, Brongniart coll., ex. Faujas de Saint-Fond coll.), ventral view; B, illustration of the second paralectotype by Knorr 
(1755), the original figure has been rotated 180 degrees, to allow comparison. Scale bar: 2 cm. Photographs by C. Lemzaouda (MNHN).
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