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Recent topics on taxonomy of hermit crabs from Japanese waters — Family Parapaguridae
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Abstract: The unusual deep-water hermit crab Tylaspis anomala Henderson, 1885, was collected from southern
Japan during the R/V Hakuho-maru (Ocean Research Institute, University of Tokyo) cruises in 1995 by 3 m span
Sigsby-Agassiz type beam trawl. This is the first record of this species from the Japanese waters, as it was previously
recorded from north east of Easter Island, New Caledonia and east of Guam. Color in life is recorded for the first
time; the animal is totally red. An ovigerous female is collected for the first time. All of the Japanese specimens are
housed in the Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba; 1 ov. ¥, SL (shield length) = 12.35 mm, SE off Oki-no-Daito-
Ridge , 24°46.29'N~24°48.31°N, 130°07.02°E~130°09.13"E, 4,458 ~4,464 m, KH-95-02, St.010, 15 July 1995,
CBM-ZC; 1%, SL =9.10 mm, SE off Oki-no-Daito-Ridge, 24°46.29'N~24°48.31°N, 130°07.02"E~130 °09.13E,
4,441~4,447m, KH-95-02, St.006, 15 July 1995, CBM-ZC; 1%, SL =9.05 mm, 1 juvenile, SL = 5.35 mm, west of
the Ryukyu Trench, 24°56.40'N~24°57.66°N, 127°23.32°E~127°24.76 E, 3,444~3,558 m, KH-95-02, St.006,
13 July 1995, CBM-ZC; 1 4, SL = 12.85 mm, west of the Ryukyu Trench, 24°47.05'N~24°48.07°N, 127°20.85°E
~127°22.17°E, KH-95-02, St.807, 3,923 ~4,123 m, 13 July 1995, CBM-ZC.
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- Fig. 2 Tylaspis anomala Henderson, 1885:
ov. ¥, SL = 12.35 mm, SE off Oki-no-
Daito-Ridge, CBM-ZC. Cephalothorax
and its appendages: A, dorsal; B,
ventral; C, left lateral.
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Fig. 3 Tylaspis anomala Henderson, 1885: ov. ¥, SL =
12.35 mm, SE off Oki-no-Daito-Ridge, CBM-ZC.
Right cheliped: A, chela and distal portion of
carpus, dorsal; B, mesial; C, lateral.
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Tylaspis anomala Henderson, 1885: ov. %, SL =

12.35 mm, SE off Oki-no-Daito-Ridge, CBM-ZC.

Left cheliped: A, mesial; B, dorsal; C, lateral.
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