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DOMENICO CAPOLONGO

T h e c r a b s of t h e i n l a n d w a t e r s of C u b a :
the k n o w n species a n d new d a t a o n t h e genus
Epilobocera
(Crustacea: Decapoda: Brachyura: Pseudothelphusidae)
Abstract - The Cuban species of the genus Epilobocera Stimpson are reviewed. E. gihnani
pretzmanni nova subspecies, E. cubensis poliorcetes nova subspecies and E. c. cubensis maculiventris nova morpha, are described. New records for the Cuban inland waters are reported.
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INTRODUCTION
The genus Epilobocera was described by STIMPSON (1860) on the type
species cubensis, represented by a few juveniles («length of carapax in the
male 1.34; breadth, 2.14 inch»), collected «in fresh-water streams of the Island of Cuba, near Santiago*.
SMITH (1870) described a new genus and a new species of crabs from
Cuban inland waters. He reported that the only specimen examined of
Opisthocera Gilmanii «was collected in a small stream near the center of
the Isle of Pines» (now Isla de la Juventud). At present this good species is
correctly classified as Epilobocera gihnani; however, Opisthocera might be
a good subgenus. Unfortunately in this work, the same author, introduced
an unintentional puzzle influencing all the subsequent studies on the Cuban
fauna. He described another species of Epilobocera, named by him armata, using two female specimens, of unknown geographical origin. In fact,
the author writes: «The two specimens from which this description was
taken are in the collection of the Boston Society of Natural History, and
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without labels to indicate from whence they came, but they are probably
from the Bahamas». SMITH does not clarify why he suggests that these two
specimens might come from the Bahamas; moreover, it is well known that
no fresh-water crabs inhabit the Bahamas. However, since then many authors have pointed to a Cuban origin, thus giving rise to confusion in the
subsequent literature. If these specimens were really from Cuba, the drawings and the anatomical elements provided by SMITH would indicate that it
is synonym with cubensis. However, this material might also come from
some other Caribbean islands inhabited by the genus Epilobocera: Saint
Croix, Puerto Rico and Hispaniola. Therefore, the present taxonomic status of armata is that of species inquirenda incertae sedis.
The subsequent works on tropical river crabs have resumed the subject
of Cuban populations only through rough examinations of very scarce materials of disordered origin. Moreover, further confusion has been produced by the presence in literature of the species armata, which has always
been considered really existing in Cuba and different from cubensis
(MARTENS, 1872; RATHBUN, 1893,1898,1905; ORTMANN, 1897; HAY, 1903;
BOTT, 1968; CHACE & HOURS, 1969; PRETZMANN, 1971,1972; RODRIGUEZ,
1982).
I must hint here at a second source of confusion related to the Cuban
fauna, also dating back to the second half of 1800 and resulting from examinations and consequent descriptions of extremely scarce material of
very uncertain Central American and Caribbean origin. Three species belonging to the genus Pseudothelphusa:
americana SAUSSURE (1857), terrestris RATHBUN (1893) and affinis RATHBUN (1898) are still indicated as belonging with certainty to the Cuban terrestrial crustaceans, in homage to
H. de Saussure's and M. Rathbun's authority. According to the most recent
zoological knowledge, the genus Pseudothelphusa is only present in Mexico;
our researches, carried out for over four years throughout Cuba, have
shown that all the river crabs collected belong to the genus Epilobocera.
In the light of the most recent observations (CAPOLONGO & PRETZMANN,
2002) following the first wide collection of material all over Cuba, the two
species cubensis and gilmani appear widely distributed: Epilobocera cubensis Stimpson 1860 in the Eastern Central Cuba and E. gilmani Smith 1870
in the Isla de la Juventud and Western Central Cuba.
The border area between these two species, each of which can be subdivided into some geographical subspecies, can be provisionally and roughly
indicated in the territories of Cienfuegos and Villa Clara provinces (Fig. I).
Two other Cuban species with extremely restricted distributions have
been described: E. gertraudae PRETZMANN (1965), in natural cavities of
Vifiales and of neighboring municipalities of the western province of Pinar
del Rio, and E. capolongoi PRETZMANN (2000) in Topes de Collantes, in the
Central Massif of Guamuhaya (between the provinces of Cienfuegos, Sancti
Spiritus and Villa Clara).
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