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A Record of Rare Swimming Crab, Thalamita cerasma
cerasma Wee and Ng, 1995 (Decapoda: Brachyura:
Portunidae) from Okinawa Island, Ryukyu Islands, Japan
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Abstract A rare swimming crab, Thalamita cerasma cerasma, collected from
Okinawa Island, was described in detail. Okinawan T c. cerasma is compared with
other taxonomical reports of the species including T. c. rectifrons, resulting some
characters were shared by T c. rectifrons and reports of T c. cerasma from some
localities, and even the distinguishable characters of T. c. rectifrons were shared
with all reports but holotype of T. c. cerasma. As results, it is likely that T c.
rectifrons is a junior synonym of T. cerasma, and we regarded our Okinawan
specimen as T. c. cerasma.
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INTRODUCTION

Thalamita cerasma cerasma Wee and
Ng, 1995 was originally described based
on a male specimen from Singapore (Wee
and Ng, 1995). Subsequently the occurrence
of T c. cerasma was reported from
Shirahama and Tanabe Bay, Kii Peninsula,
Japan (Takeda and Marumura, 1997).
Moreover, Cosnier and Moosa (2002)
described the subspecies, T c. rectifrons
from Rapa Island, Austral Islands and
Tahiti Island, Society Islands of French
Polynesia.
The authors obtained a female of
rare swimming crab, T c. cerasma, from

Okinawa Island, Ryukyu Islands, Japan. In
this paper, we described the characters of
the specimen in detail and compared with
its taxonomical reports of other localities
in order to clear up morphological differences.
MATERIAL AND METHODS

Thalamita cerasma cerasma was accidentally captured using crab-trap with
the bait Cololabis saira. The trap was set
in about 5 m depth of Ginowan Fishery
Port (26°17.199'N, 127°44.623'E), Okinawa
Island, Ryukyu Islands, Japan (Fig. 1), for
about 3 hours (22:00 17 Oct. to 01:00 18
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Fig. 1. Sampling locality (Ginowan Fishery
Port, Okinawa Island) of Thalamita
cerasma cerasma Wee and Ng, 1995 in
Western Pacific, with distribution of
the species.
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Oct. 2000).
Carapace length (CL), carapace width
(CW), frontal width (excluding inner
supraorbital lobes, FW), posterior margin
width (PW), and the length of 2nd
ambulatory leg were measured using digital
slide callipers (Mitsutoyo CD-20C).
Specimen examined was deposited in
the Ryukyu University Museum, Fujukan
(RUMF).
SYSTEMATICS

Family Portunidae 7 9 ]) #—f4
Genus Thalamita
^—yrJf—M
Thalamita cerasma cerasma Wee and
Ng, 1995
~?V-t-Vrif(Figs. 2, 3)
Thalamita cerasma— Wee and Ng, 1995: 6267, figs. 30-32; Takeda and Marumura,
1997: 16, figs. 1C, D.
Materials examined.— 1 female, CL, 37.37
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mm, CW, 58.04 mm, RUMF-ZC-52, Ginowan
Fishery Port, Okinawa Island, Ryukyu
Islands, Japan, coll. T. Naruse, 18 Oct. 2000.
Description. —
Carapace (Figs. 2, 3a, b).— Carapace
wide, convex, and smooth. Hairs on outer
part of protogastric lobe-the part between
1st and 2nd anterolateral teeth, between
2nd and 3rd anterolateral teeth, between
4th and 5th anterolateral teeth, suborbital
region, subhepatic region, and inner margin
of orbit. Subhepatic region granulated.
Frontal ridge invisible, without granulation.
Protogastric ridges faint but visible, with
very tiny granules, arched, separated each
other very much. Mesogastric ridge faint
but granulated, nearly straight. Epibranchial
ridge granulated and faint, directing
anteroinner ward by its outer 1/2, and its
inner 1/2 almost straight in the level of
the posterior base of 3rd anterolateral
tooth. Metagastric ridge faint but slightly
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granulated. No posterior carapace ridge.
Front cut into 6 lobes, their anterior
margins straight; FW 1.32 times as wide
as PW. Median pair of frontal lobe close
each other very much; subrnedian pair
slightly wider than median, inner margin
slightly overlapping median; lateral lobe
rounded on its outer, slightly separated
from subrnedian. Supraorbital margin
divided into 3 lobes; inner supraorbital
lobe blunt at its anteroouter angle,
anteroinner margin swollen anteriorly.

Infraorbital margin granulated, inner
angle not acute; infraorbital lobe densely
granulated. Anterolateral margin having 5
teeth; 1st to 3rd teeth subequal in their
size and larger than the others, 1st stouter
and 3rd longer; 4th distinctly smallest.
Ventral margin of epistome V-shaped at
centre, seam visible, both sides straight;
dorsal margin of epistome granulated,
centre directing anteriorly and opened.
Antenna (Fig. 3c).— Basal antennal
segment wider than unilateral 3 frontal

Fig. 2. Photographs of Thalamita cerasma cerasma Wee and Ng, 1995, collected from
Okinawa Island.
a, dorsal view in living colour; b, ventral view. RUMF-ZC-52. (CL, 37.37mm, CW,
58.04mm).
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