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Munida flinti (Benedict, 1902)
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Diagnostic characters: Typical for Munida, with many transverse striae and a shallow
cervical groove; two pairs of spines arranged longitudinally on protogastric regions, an
indistinct one each at lateral and median part of gastric region; a small spine on cardiac
region, and a similar one on anterior branchial region just behind cervical groove, and a
pair of spines on median part of posterior border of carapace. A pair of prominent spines
on anterior margins of second to fourth abdominal segments, and in addition, a distinct
median spine on fourth segment; some spinules at lateral parts of anterior margins of
second and third segments; an anterolateral spine prominent and some minute ones on
following ‘lateral border of carapace. Rostral spine protruded beyond cornea, but
supraorbital spine about a half in length and barely reaching cornea. Chelipeds markedly
long, and upper and inner borders armed with equidistant spines; two spines on inner
margin of carpus, and palm rather scaly, without both borders of carpus each with a
terminal spine.

Distribution: Previously known from the eastern Gulf of Mexico and off Grenada in the
Lessor Antilles, 150-205 m deep.
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Munida forceps A. Milne Edwards, 1880
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Diagnostic characters: General shape of carapace characteristic for Munida; three pairs
of spines of protogastric region in a transverse line; lateral part of gastric region, hepatic
region and anterior inner part of branchial region armed each with a spine; a long
anterolateral spine and a small one just behind it, and three on hepatic margin and one at
anterior end of branchial margin. Rostral spine long and more than twice the length of
supraorbital spine which is as long as anterolateral spine of carapace. Only second
abdominal segment with four equidistant spines on its anterior margin. Chelipeds long and
armed with spines on borders and upper surfaces; fingers longer than palm, and in fully
grown male immovable finger convex downward at its proximal part and leaving a wide
gape between both fingers. Ambulatory legs with spines on meri and carpi.
Distribution: Previously known only from the Gulf of Mexico and north of Cuba, 80-325
m deep.
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Eh)FaoasF ) ITE Munida ivis A. Milne Edwards, 1880
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Diagnostic characters: Characteristic in having very long chelipeds extending more than
three times as long as carapace. No definite markings, but short marginal hairs on
transverse striae of carapace and abdomen, and on scaly sculpture of chelipeds and
ambulatory legs are yellow and iridescent. A pair of spines on protogastric region, a small
lateral gastric spine and some spinules just behind cervical groove; anterolateral spine long,
but shorter than supraorbital spine, and just behind it is a small spine; four equidistant
spines on hepatic margin, and one at anterior end of branchial margin. Rostral spine very
long and weakly curved upward, being twice as long as supraorbital spine. Inner distal
spine of antennular basal segment more than twice the length of outer spine. Meri of
chelipeds and ambulatory legs with small distant spines. Fingers as long as palm. Only
second abdominal segment with a pair of small spines.

Distribution: Previously known from the West Atlantic from off Massachusetts through
the Gulf of Mexico to the Lesser Antilles and from off the Cape Verde Islands in the East
Atlantic, 85-540 m deep.

89



a1y TER Galatheidae

FoFHFavaAF)ITE
Munida longipes A. Milne Edwards, 1880
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Diagnostic characters: General formation of carapace, chelipeds and ambulatory legs
very close to that of M. flinti (Benedict), but surprisingly different from it in the shape of
rostrum and armature of dorsal surfaces of carapace and abdomen. Supraorbital spine
nearly as long as, or rather longer than rostral spine, being directed obliquely outward.
Only one pair of spines on protogastric region, and no spine at median line of gastric region;
cardiac region with a cluster of some spines; an oblique row of some spines on inner part
of branchial region along an oblique furrow between branchial and cardiac regions; a pair
of spines on posterior border of carapace, with a considerable distance between them; a
small spine at anterior angle, and some spinules on lateral border of carapace. Anterior
margin of abdomen armed with equidistant four spines. Chelipeds and ambulatory legs
with prominent spines.

Distribution: Previously known from the West Atlantic from off North Carolina to the
Lesser Antilles through the Bahamas and the Gulf of Mexico, 270-695 m deep.
Remarks: An ovigerous female was found in the stomach contents of an angler fish
caught at a depth of 20 m.
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Munida valida Smith, 1883
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Diagnostic characters: Sculpture of dorsal surface deep; transverse striae with minute
granules, and many striae except for main ones cut off into short pieces, making general
appearance of carapace rough and rather scaly; a pair of distinct spines on protogastric
region, and sometimes a small one behind it and also at anterior part of branchial region;
several spines on anterior half of lateral border of carapace. Rostral spine markedly long,
exceeding tip of cornea just by median part; supraorbital spine slightly directed outward,
extending distinctly beyond tip of cornea; dorsal surface of rostral and supraorbital spines
scaly with minute granules. Basal segment of antennule armed with three long spines on
its outer border, and its inner distal spine much shorter than them. Second and third
abdominal segments with some spinules. Chelipeds of male very long and covered with soft
hairs and rows of spines. Ambulatory legs hairy and spinose; posterior borders of propodi
with spinules.

Distribution: Previously known from off New Jersey to Florida and the Gulf of Mexico,
270-1,150 m deep.
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Specimen in spirit
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Munidopsis abdominalis (A. Milne Edwards, 1880)
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Diagnostic characters: Carapace roughly quadrangular, only slightly widening posterior-
ly; dorsal surface rather flat as a whole, only with a longitudinal obtuse ridge of gastric
region and a more or less conical cardiac region, being covered with minute scaly granules,
without any spines or spinules; anterolateral angle of carapace distinctly angulated.
Rostrum long, comparatively wide at its base and distinctly depressed, being curved
dorsally for its distal half. Eyestalk narrow and close to rostrum in position; cornea very
small without pigment and ends just at half way of rostrum in natural position. Basal
segment of antennule swollen and armed with two distal spines. Merus of third maxilliped
with two or three spines on its inner border. No spine on abdoem, but a low tubercle each
on second and third segments. Chelipeds and ambulatory legs stout.

Distribution: Previously known from off the coasts of Cuba, and off St. Kitts and
Barbados in the Lesser Antilles, 360-354 m deep.
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Diagnostic characters: Carapace elongate and convex from side to side; dorsal surface
covered with rather sparse long hairs and long spines arranged symmetrically; a total of
14 spines on dorsal surface, viz., one pair of spines on protogastric region, one pair on
posterior part of gastric region, two pairs on cardiac region, three pairs on branchial
region; in addition, five spines on lateral border of carapace including anterolateral spine
of carapace. Rostral spine markedly long and armed with a spine at median part of each
side, which is directed obliquely forward. Basal segments of antennule and antenna and
third maxilliped also with some prominent spines. Second abdominal segment with four
spines, and third and fourth segments each with six spines. Chelipeds hairy, and merus and
carpus with long spines on margins. Ambulatory legs also hairy and spinose.
Distribution: West Atlantic from the Gulf of Mexico through the Lesser Antilles to
Brazil, 270-1,000 m deep.
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Munidopsis robusta (A. Milne Edwards, 1880)
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Diagnostic characters: Carapace longitudinally quadrate, only slightly widening poste-
riorly; surface convex from side to side and somewhat scaly, with short transverse
elevations of variable shape and size; a small, more or less pointed elevation each on gastric
region, posterior part of cardiac region and median part of posterior border of carapace;
an anterolateral tooth conical. Rostrum rather wide at its base and tapering distally, but
strongly curved dorsally at about distal two-thirds. Cornea very large, without pigments.
Each of second to fourth abdominal segments ornamented with a transverse strong ridge
and with a median strong spine which is strongly curved dorsally. Chelipeds armed with
spines on merus. Ambulatory legs comparatively short, and posterior border of dactylus
with series of spinules.

Distribution: Previously known from the Gulf of Mexico, and near Grenada in the Lesser
Antilles, 270-810 m deep.
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Munidopsis sigsbei (A. Milne Edwards, 1880)
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Diagnostic characters: Carapace oblong and convex laterally as a whole; two transverse
furrows, the anterior of which is continued with a longitudinal submarginal furrow; dorsal
surface with soft short hairs and fine short transverse striae, without spines or tubercles;
several spinules on median part of transverse ridge along posterior border of carapace; a
small anterolateral spine directed obliquely outward. Rostrum protruded as a sharp
tubercle, about one-third as long as carapace, its dorsal surface being crested throughout
its length. Basal segment of antennule inflated, being armed with two spines on its outer
distal end, the inner of which is much longer. Chelipeds long; merus with several
equidistant spines on upper margin and some on inner margin; distal margin of merus and
carpus each with three spines; male chela with larger palm and convex immovable finger.
Ambulatory merus, with some spinules on proximal part of anterior border; each anterior
border of meri and carpi with a terminal spine, and also posterior borders of dactyli each
with a series of some spinules.

Distribution: Previously known from the Gulf of Mexico and the Lesser Antilles, 640-
1,750m deep. .

95



