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ABSTRACT. - The generic placements of species that have been previously classified in the genus Potamon
sensu lato from Indochina and adjacent areas are revised. The result is that 91 former “Potamon” species and
their allies are re-assigned to eight known genera (Acanthopotamon Kemp, 1918, Lobothelphusa Bouvier,
1917, Paratelphusula Alcock, 1909 [Potaminae], NeolamaudiaTiirkay & Naiyanetr, 1987, Pilosamon Ng,
1996, Stelomon Yeo & Naiyanetr, 2000, Vietopotamon Dang & Ho, 2002, and Villopotamon Dang & Ho,
2003 [Potamiscinae]) and 18 new genera (Alcomon [Potaminae], Aspermon, Badistemon, Beccumon, Doimon,
Eosamon, Indochinamon, Inlethelphusa, lomon, Kempamon, Kukrimon, Megacephalomon, Planumon,
Pupamon, Quadramon, Setosamon, Shanphusa and Teretamon [Potamiscinae]). Diagnoses are provided for
these 18 new genera and comparisons with allied taxa made.

KEY WORDS. — Freshwater crabs, Crustacea, Brachyura, Potamidae, Potaminae, Potamiscinae, Potamon,
Indochina, Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, India, China, taxonomy, new genera.

INTRODUCTION

In a recent revalidation and redefinition of the freshwater
potamid crab subfamilies Potaminae and Potamiscinae, the
genus Potamon sensu stricto (Potaminae) was restricted to
species occurring from the Mediterranean in the west, through
the Middle East, and reaching only as far east as northwestern
India (Yeo & Ng, 2003). As Potamon sensu stricto is now
regarded as absent from the fauna of East Asia, the generic
placements of all Indochinese and Chinese freshwater crab
species that have previously been tentatively assigned to
Potamon sensu lato are in need of reclassification (see Yeo
& Ng, 1999,2003). The term ‘Indochina’ as used in this study
refers loosely to the geographic region bordered by China,
India and the Malay Peninsula that includes Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar (formerly Burma), Thailand, and Vietnam.

The present study re-appraises the generic placements of
Indochinese, Chinese, and Indian “Potamon” species as well
as those of some allied Indochinese potamid species which
have been placed in other genera. The result is that 91 of
these species are now re-assigned to 18 new genera (Alcomon

[Potaminae], Aspermon, Badistemon, Beccumon, Doimon,
Eosamon, Indochinamon, Inlethelphusa, lomon, Kempamon,
Kukrimon, Megacephalomon, Planumon, Pupamon,
Quadramon, Setosamon, Shanphusa and Teretamon
[Potamiscinae]) and eight previously described genera
(Acanthopotamon Kemp, 1918, Lobothelphusa Bouvier,
1917, Paratelphusula Alcock, 1909 [Potaminae],
Neolarnaudia Tirkay & Naiyanetr, 1987, Pilosamon Ng,
1996, Stelomon Yeo & Naiyanetr, 2000, Vietopotamon Dang
& Ho, 2002, and Villopotamon Dang & Ho, 2003
[Potamiscinae]). In several cases, species in this study were
previously known as subspecies or varieties, but we have
recognised them as distinct species based on distinct
differences between them and the nominate subspecies that
we have observed (unpub. data).

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The present paper serves to establish new genera for distinct
groups of crabs formerly assigned to Potamon sensu lato and
several other Indochinese potamid genera, thus making
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available these generic names, which are urgently needed for
several other studies by the authors, collaborators as well as
other colleagues that are now underway or starting. The
treatments in this paper are preliminary in nature: diagnoses
are provided for new genera only, illustrations provided when
absent or not easily available in the literature; detailed
discussions and synonymies (primary references only where
necessary) have been kept to a minimum; and identification
keys as well as species accounts omitted for the time being.
These, together with supplementary illustrations and more
detailed discussions and comparisons, will be included in an
upcoming monograph of the Indochinese crabs by the first
author. Diagnoses for all previously described genera as well
as keys to all taxa will be provided then. Nevertheless, a list
of specimens is appended in this paper so the reader knows
what material has been examined as part of this study.
However, we have not designated lectotypes from syntype
series or neotypes when types are lost, even when appropriate
or necessary. This will be done in the context of a full revision
and treatment of all the species and genera by the first author
at a later date.

The following abbreviations are used: G1 for the male first
pleopod, G2 for the male second pleopod. Measurements are
of carapace width and length respectively. Terminology used
essentially follows Ng (1988). All measurements are in
millimetres. Specimens examined are listed separately in
Appendix 1. The material is from the following depositories:
Chulalongkorn University Natural History Museum,
Bangkok, Thailand (CUMZ); Institute of Zoology, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China (IZCAS);
Naturhistorisches Museum Basel, Basel, Switzerland (MBA);
Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, USA
(MCZ); Museo Civico di Storia Naturale “Giacoma Doria”,
Genova, Italy (MGE); Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle,
Paris, France (MNHN); Natural History Museum [formerly
British Museum of Natural History], London, UK (NHM);
Nationaal Natuurhistorische Museum, Leiden, The
Netherlands [formerly Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Histoire
(RMNH)]; Senckenbergischen Naturforschenden
Gesellschaft, Frankfurt, Germany (SMF); Swedish Museum
of Natural History, Stockholm, Sweden (NRM); Zodlogisch
Museum Amsterdam, Amsterdam, The Netherlands (ZMA);
Zoological Museum, Institute of Ecology and Biological
Resources, Hanoi, Vietnam (ZMH); Zoologisk Museum,
Copenhagen, Denmark (ZMUC); Zoological Reference
Collection of the Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research
National University of Singapore (ZRC); Zoological Survey
of India, Kolkota (formerly Calcutta), India (ZSI); and
Zoologische Staatsammlung, Munich, Germany (ZSM).
While every effort has been made to illustrate the important
G1 structures, we were unable to do so for some material in
the ZSI in which the G1s were not detached at the time of
examination due to their policy of not allowing dissection of
pleopod structures for detailed drawings. Photographs were
therefore taken and are reproduced here. In the ZMH in
Vietnam, only photographs of the G1s were taken as we did
not have sufficient time in the collections, but as these had
been detached earlier, the quality of these figures are higher.
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TAXONOMY
POTAMIDAE Ortmann, 1896
Potaminae Ortmann, 1896

Remarks. — This subfamily includes Potamon sensu stricto
and members are recognised by the eighth thoracic sternite
being incompletely separated by a longitudinal median line
as it is fused anteriorly at the suture between sternites 7 and
8 by a narrow transverse ridge that interrupts the longitudinal
line (Fig. 1D) (Yeo & Ng, 2003). This character is absent in
all members of the other potamid subfamily, Potamiscinae.
In the present study, two species previously placed in
Potamon sensu lato, are assigned to a new genus, Alcomon,
while several other potamine species previously under
Lobothelphusa Bouvier, 1917, are revalidated and/or re-
assigned among two other related genera, Acanthopotamon
Kemp, 1918, and Paratelphusula Alcock, 1909.

Acanthopotamon Kemp, 1918

Potamon (Acanthopotamon) Kemp, 1918: 101 (part).

Type species. — Paratelphusa martensi Wood-Mason, 1875, by
original designation.

Remarks. — Kemp (1918: 101) established the subgenus
Acanthopotamon [type species Paratelphusa martensi Wood-
Mason, 1875], for Indian Potamon species that Alcock
(1910b) had assigned to the subgenus Acanthothelphusa
Ortmann, 1897 [type species Telphusa nilotica H. Milne-
Edwards, 1837]. Kemp (1918) argued that this well-defined
group of Asian (Indian) species was distinct from
Acanthothelphusa nilotica, which was much closer to its
African congeners. Unknown to Kemp (1918), however,
Alcock (1909b) and Bouvier (1917) had independently
reached the same conclusion based on the same arguments,
and each had already proposed new names for the group,
namely Paratelphusula and Lobothelphusa, respectively.
Kemp (1923: 3) subsequently discovered this and referred
the entire group to Paratelphusula, the most senior synonym,
relegating Lobothelphusa and Acanthopotamon to its
synonymy. Bott (1966), apparently unaware at first of the
above actions, created another junior synonym when he gave
the name, Potamon (Spinopotamon) [type species
Paratelphusa martensi Wood-Mason, 1875], to the above
grouping. Bott (1970) subsequently relegated Paratelphusula
to the synonymy of Parapotamon De Man, 1907, and revived
both Acanthopotamon and Lobothelphusa as valid genera,
synonymising Potamon (Spinopotamon) under
Acanthopotamon. Bott (1970) restricted Acanthopotamon to
only two species, viz., A. martensi and A. panningi (Bott,
1966) [both northeastern India], and re-assigned the remaining
Spinopotamon species to Lobothelphusa (see Remarks for
Lobothelphusa).

In the present study, Bott’s (1970) concept of
Acanthopotamon has been expanded and modified to include
one more species, Acanthopotamon fungosum (Alcock, 1909)






