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The two species show no apparent differences in relative growth of the various

dimensions of the carapace or in the number and arrangement of tubercles and/or
spines on the anterior border of the mouthfield and suborbital border (Table 35
Fig, 12).

Fic.

14.—Plagusia species, dorsal view. A, P. chabrus, male, c.l. 63 mm, Castlepoint, New

Zealand (DM Cr. 1223). B, P. dentipes, male, c.l. 45 mm, Easter Is., Pacific Ocean (USNM

33234).
TaBLeE 3.—Number of tubercles on anterior border of mouthfield in Plagusia species

Species N Mean S.E. Range
P. chabrus 68 9.4 0.3 4-16
P. dentipes 18 7.8 0.4 6-12
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TasLe 4.—Differences between Plagusia chabrus and P. dentipes

Feature

No. of frontal tubercles

Supraorbital margin
Surface of the carapace

Inner (vert.) lobe of basal
antennal article

Ambulatory meri

Thoracic sternum of male

Maie abdomen

Plagusia dentipes
mean #7770 £ 1,302
specimens
strongly tuberculate, not smooth
very strongly tuberculate and
naked behind the orbits and on
both the hepatic and branchial
regions (i.e., antero-postero-
laterally) (Fig. 14b)

in 20

only one spine on tip (Fig. 7h)

a few very strong spines on the
dorsal border (5-7, average 6,
the number not increasing with
size) and a strong terminal
spine present on the ventral
edge posteriorly (Fig. 8g;
24)

naked areas very extensive and
strongly tuberculate (Fig. 15B)

naked areas extensive

very

(Fig. 15B)

%B?

Plagusia chabrus
mean 13.29 =+ 3.677 in 52
specimens
smooth margins

surface mostly smooth, naked,
blunt tubercle just behind
and slightly medial to, each
orbit; 3  short, oblique,
weakly tuberculate ridges on
branchial regions postero-
laterally close to edge.
Surface covered everywhere
by a mat of short curled
hairs.

terminating in about
edge minutely spinulous.
spinules or tubercles, medial
Dorsal border bearing
numerous short, compressed,
distally curved, sharp spines,
the number increasing with
size.

three

covered by short curled hairs,
surface close to edge of each
sternite usually naked and
smooth; tuberculate lobules
sometimes projecting in from
edge.

surface covered by a fine mat
of hairs leaving naked only
a broad transverse line
across each segment not far
from base and another close
to distal edge, the two
joined by a central longitu-
dinal naked ridge, a naked
area also around lateral
edge.

F1c. 15.—Plagusia species, male abdomen. A. P. chabrus. B, P. dentipes. Same specimens as in

Fig. 14.
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P. dentipes thus appears quite definitely to be a valid species. It shows much
less variation than does P. chabrus and its resemblance in some characters (e.g.,
spinulation of the front and spination of the dorsal border of the ambulatory meri)
to juveniles of P. chabrus is striking. A very good coloured illustration of P. dentipes
has recently been given by Sakai (1965, pl. 99).
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