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ABSTRACT

Recent discovery of a specimen of Oxyrhynchaxius Parisi, 1917, from Taiwan led to a survey of
the material of this rare and monotypic axiid genus deposited at various museums. Other than the
type, five specimens of this genus from Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Australia were found and
can be separated into two forms. Those from Japan to Hong Kong are large in size, have slender
eyes and bear a dorsal carina on the posterior carapace but lack a median carina on the abdomen.
The Australian specimens are small, have stout eyestalks and bear a median carina on the abdomen
but lack a middorsal carina on the posterior carapace. The specimens from Japan to Hong Kong
probably all belong to O. japonicus Parisi, 1917. The Australian material, though probably juve-
nile, represents a distinct species and is described as new.

The axiid genus Oxyrhynchaxius was es-
tablished by Parisi (1917) based on a single
specimen from Japan. It differs from all the
other axiids by having a very long eyestalk,
the rostrum styliform, and the carapace cov-
ered with squamiform tubercles. Because ma-
terial of this genus is very rare, some authors
have cast doubts on its validity (e.g., de Man,
1925). Until recently, only one more speci-
men of this genus had been reported (Sakai
and de Saint Laurent, 1989), but the speci-
men was obtained from a fish stomach and
was in very poor condition.

In the ongoing studies of the decapod crus-
tacean fauna of Taiwan by the third author, a
fresh specimen of this rare genus was col-
lected. This led to a survey of the Oxyrhyn-
chaxius material deposited in various mu-
seums. Aside from the holotype, altogether
five specimens of this genus were examined.
The three specimens from Japan, Hong Kong,
and Taiwan can be identified with the type
species O. japonicus Parisi, 1917. The two
small specimens from Australia differ con-
siderably from the other material and are de-
termined to represent a new species. A re-
description is provided for O. japonicus, and
its coloration is illustrated.

The specimens are deposited at the Na-
tional Taiwan Ocean University, Keelung
(NTOU), the National Museum of Natural

History, Smithsonian Institution (USNM),
Museum national d’Historie naturelle, Paris
(MNHN), and the Museum of Victoria, Aus-
tralia (NMV). Carapace length (cl) is mea-
sured dorsally from the orbital margin to the
posterior margin of the carapace.

RESULTS

Oxyrhynchaxius japonicus Parisi, 1917
Figs. 1,2,3a, b, e

Oxyrhynchaxius japonicus Parisi, 1917: 18, figs. 5, 6
(type-locality: Japan); de Man, 1925: 7 (list only);
Froglia and Grippa, 1986: 260, fig. 4; Sakai and de
Saint Laurent, 1989: 65.

Material Examined—USNM 155733, Japan: Sagami
Bay, Atami, Ishibash, Honshu, coll. Mar 1893, 1 oviger-
ous female ¢l 22.5 mm; NTOU, Taiwan: northeastern
coast, Tai-Chi fishing port, I-Lan County, commercial
trawler, about 300 m, soft bottom, 25 May 1998, 1 fe-
male ¢l 13.5 mm; MNHN-Th 428, Hong Kong: Station
37, CR 7/65, D. Eg, N. virgatus stomach, 4 Jun 1965, 1
female ¢l 19.0 mm.

Description.—(females only). Carapace cov-
ered with squamiform tubercles, bearing 5
strong carinae; median carina running entire
length of carapace, with part anterior to me-
dian tubercle sharply granular, posterior part
entire; submedian carinae bearing 8—12 teeth;
area between median and submedian carinae
strongly tuberculate; lateral carinae armed
with 4 strong teeth; small postantennal spine
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