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Diagnostic characters. - Stridulating ridge on palm of major chela com­
posed 0[25 to 40 fine, evenly spaced striae; major and minor chelae very broad
and short, fingers pointed, chela and carpus finely and evenly granulated on
outer surface, large granules or spikes absent. Lower orbital margin with
lateral notch absent, median notch weak to absent. Ocular stylet absent.
Anterolater'al angles acute and produced forwards. Anterior upper border of
propodus of second and third perciopod in male with double hairbrushes, in
female single hairbrush on second and third pereiopods. Inner dorsal margin
of merus of major cheliped with toothed flange, five to six main teeth. Inner
margin of carpus of major cheliped with two central teeth, outer distal margin
of carpus denticulate. Terminal segment of male abdomen small, equilaterally
triangular. Size moderate, c.l. to 23.1, C.w. to 26.8.

Remarks. - The W AM holds eight specimens of 0. pallidula (6 0'0", 1 9,

1 juv. 9) in its collections. Four of these specimens are originally identified as
O. pallidula (WAM 627-85,630-85), three had been previously identified as O.
urvillei (WAM 905-85, 906-85, 913-85) and one previously identified as O.
laevis (WAM 904-85). The latter specimen was contained in an unregistered
specimen lot of four individuals, all identified as O. latvis. The three other
individuals proved to be O. ceratophthalmus (1 juv. 0" c.l. 15.2, c.w. 18.8, Ijuv.
9 c.l. 19.4, C.w. 21.5, 1 subadult 9 c.l. 23.0 C.w. 25.5) and have been
registered as a separate lot (WAM 903-85). Juveniles of O. ceratophthalmus lack
the long ocular stylet which is characteristic of adults of this species, and super­
ficially resemble adult O. pallidu la. Specimens of O. ceratophthalmus over 24 mm
c.l. have been reported with distinct ocular stylets, the length ofthe stylet being
in proportion with the length of the carapace, whilst spec imens of less than 24­
mm c.l. had either rudimentary or no ocular stylets (George & Knott, 1965:
17). However, the nature of the stridulating ridge easily separates juvenile O.
ceratophthalmus from adult O. palIidula , as it is obviously composed of two dif­
ferent types of structure (tubercles and striae) in juvenile O. arataphthalmus
whereas in O. pallidula it is composed of only one type of structure (striae).

The very broad and short nature of the major chela, and the structure of the
stridulating ridge easily distinguish O. pallidula from the other Oqpode species
found in the Australian region (table I). 0. nobilii is closest in size to O. pallidula
but the two species may be easily separated on the nature of the fingers of the
small chela-pointed in O. pallidula, truncated and rounded in O. nobilii-and
on the number of striae forming the stridulating ridge -25 to 40 in O.
pallidula, 115 to 120 in 0. nobilii.

Australian and Coral Sea distribution records of O. pallidula: .
Queensland: Lady Musgrave 1. (23°54' S 152°23' E) 4 0'0", 2 9 Q BMNH;

Heron L (23°26'8 151 °55'£) 1 Q Cjuv.) WAM 906-85; N.W. end of Gillet
Cay(21°43'S 152°25'£)3 0'0",399 AMP16894.

Coral Sea: Paget L, Marion Reef( 19° 18 ' S 151 055' E) 1 0" W AM 905-85,
1 9 WAM 913-85; Juliettc Cay, Lihou Reef(17°25'S 151 °44'E) 1 Cl' WAM
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630-85; West Cay, Diamond Islet (17°25'S 1500 58'E) 20'0',1 (( SMF 6870;
NE Cay, Herald Cay (16°58'S 149°9'E) 1 0', 1 <;> SMF 6871,3 0'0' WAM
627-85.
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